
February 2, 2016

Dear Colleagues:

ASPB is in need of nominations for the Robert Rabson Award in the area of bioenergy research, to be received soon. We need to receive additional nominations in order to have an effective selection process this year. Please see the additional information below that nominating people within 5 career years of receipt of the PhD is encouraged.

I am soliciting your assistance with submitting nomination packages no later than Wednesday, February 17, 2016 (11:59 p.m. ET) at https://aspb-awards.secure-platform.com/a/. The nomination package consists of your nominating letter and a CV of the nominee, as described further below.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Description of the Robert Rabson Award
The Robert Rabson Award, first given by the Society in 2012, recognizes Bob Rabson’s steadfast advocacy of plant biology through creation of funding programs in the Department of Energy for research in basic energy sciences. The award recognizes postdocs and faculty-level early career scientists, whether or not members of the Society, in academic, government and corporate research institutions who have made excellent contributions in the area of bioenergy research. The award, which is made biennially, is a monetary award that also provides a one-year membership in the Society.

Clarification
The current committee generally views early career as within 5 years of receipt of the PhD, with breaks in career taken into account, and nominations of this type are strongly solicited.

To nominate someone for the Robert Rabson award, see: https://aspb-awards.secure-platform.com/a/. The nominating instructions are also shown below by signature. If you are not an ASPB member, you can join or talk to a member about nominating a good candidate that you identify.

Thank you for your assistance with this important process. 

Best regards,
Candace Haigler
Chairperson of the ASPB Rabson award selection committee
Professor of Crop Science and Plant and Microbial Biology
North Carolina State University

ASPB Awards Nominating Procedures:
Any ASPB member may serve as a nominator and may nominate individuals for more than one award. Making a nomination is a simple two-step procedure. As you prepare the nominating package, remember to:
· State the award for which the person is being nominated.
· Provide your name and e-mail address.
· Provide the nominee’s name, address, phone number, fax number, and e-mail address.
STEP 1.
Assemble a nomination package that includes the following items:
· 1-2 page letter of nomination in which you state the nominee’s qualifications for the award (contributions relevant to the objective of the award and significance of those contributions).
· A curriculum vitae or resume, or a short description of the nominee that includes information such as education, positions held, accomplishments, previous honors or awards, past service to ASPB or to the profession, and a list of key publications/patents where appropriate.
STEP 2.
Submit the nomination package by Wednesday, February 17, 2016 (11:59 p.m. ET). 
All nominations must be submitted electronically. 
Please submit your nomination as a single pdf file.
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