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Objectives and Approaches are included in the NACA.
In each year of this NACA, all goals and objectives were met.
The Pollination Company worked with ARS to evaluate the use of blue orchard bees combined with honey bees as pollinators of almonds in California as an alternative strategy to using only honey bees as pollinators and to investigate the use of extra floral resources to enhance reproduction and sustainability of blue orchard bees.  In 2013, 2014, and 2015, the Pollination Company provided and managed blue orchard bees (including incubation and release in early spring), provided all supplies and equipment for use of blue orchard bees in almond orchards, assisted in disseminating and retrieving bee nesting boxes and nest cavities, and helped to gather fruit set data in the spring and process almond nuts at the time of harvest in the summer.  The Pollination Company worked closely with ARS SY and postdoctoral associate to plan and execute projects and to prepare findings that have been used for presentations at scientific meetings and that will lead to publications in peer-reviewed journals.

List of Presentations:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Pitts-Singer and Artz, 2015: Entomological Society of America, “An integrated crop pollination strategy for almonds.”
2. Artz and Pitts-Singer, 2015: Entomological Society of America, “The influence of floral enhancements on the reproduction of Osmia lignaria in almond orchards.”
3. Artz and Pitts-Singer, 2015: Pacific Branch of Entomological Society of America, “The influence of spatial pattern on Osmia lignaria nesting locations on almond yield.”


